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PREFACE

This volume is the first of a series dedicated to the publication and to the
study of Neo-Sumerian “messenger texts”. A second volume is in
preparation by the writers, that will put together all the Umma “messenger
texts” so far published, dealing on the meaning and content of this important
category of documents.

The publication of the present volume has been possible thanks to the
Trustees of the British Museum who generously allowed to study and to
publish the tablets under their control and thanks to the hospitable
contribution of Dr. C.B.F. Walker and of the whole staff of the Student
House, who didn’t skimp on efforts to place dozens of tablets, requested day
after day, at the writers’s disposal. We also express our gratitude to Dr. M.
Molina who gave a good deal of useful suggestions. We are very grateful to
them.

The funds for the mission to London and the publication of the volume
have been supplied by a fund of the Universita di Messina and by a
contribution of the Ministero dell’Universita e della Ricerca Scientifica e
Tecnologica.

F. D’Agostino transliterated the texts from No. 1 to No. 145 and F.
Pomponio those from No. 146 to No. 291. F. Pomponio drew up the
catalogue, while F. D’Agostino prepared the indexes. As a token of
friendship, M. Molina and M. Such-Gutiérrez placed at the authors’ disposal
the Umma “messenger texts”, that originally were part of their monography
Neo-Sumerian Tablets in the British Museum (BM 107926-108315), that also
will be edited in 2002 in the series Nisaba. These new texts have been
published in the Appendix together with their own catalogue; the names
mentioned have been included in the indexes with those of the other texts.

In the transliterated texts an asterisk has been added to the signs not
entirely preserved, or difficult to read. At the end of the volume a copy of
these signs is presented.
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Appendix

Text 292
(BM 107982; IS 2/X1/22)

1 dida 3 sila ka$-sigs

'/30 ninda 2 gin 12 gin / naga

3 sa sum "Hu'-da-mu gaba-a$

1 dida 3 sila ka$-sigs

'/30 ninda 2 gini2 gin/naga

3 sa sum Su-*EN.ZU-i-li / gaba-a$

1 dida 3 sila ka$

/30 ninda 2 gini?2 gin/naga

(erased line)

3 sa sum Ba-a-a gaba-a§

$u-nigin 3 dida-gin '/

Su-nigin 6 sila kas-sigs $u-nigin 3 sila / kas

$u-nigin */3o ninda $u-nigin 6 gin i

Su-nigin 6 gin naga Su-nigin 10 14-1 sa/ sum

ug-22-kam iti Pagi-e

mu en-‘Inanna Unug/M-¢™ més-e i-pa
Text 293

(BM 108011; SS 9/X11l/22)

[1] dida 3 sila [ka$]

/3 ninda 2 gin i 2 [gin] / naga

3 sa sum

A-bi-du,g gaba-as

1 dida 3 sila kas

'/30 ninda 2 gin i 2 gin / naga

3 sa sum

Sar-ru-um-ba-ni glaba-x]

5 sila ka$-sigs 3 s[ila ninda]

2 gini2 gin na[ga]

I sa sum

A-hu-Su-ni sukkal gaba-ta

$u-nigin 2 dida-gin '/3

Su-nigin S sila kas-sigs Su-nigin 6 sila / ka§
$u-nigin %0 3 sila ninda $u-nigin 6 gini
Su-nigin 6 gin naga Su-nigin 77" sa s[um]
u4-22-kam iti diri

10.
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mu []-°Séra ba-du

Textv294
(BM 108026; SS 9/VIIL/22)

5 Tsila® [ka$-sigs 3 sila ninda]

27 gini[2 gin naga]

17 Tsal [sum]

Ku-‘Nanna sukkal gaba-ta

2 rdida’-gin %/

*/30 kas */39 zi-gu /57 */59 dabin

I silai 8a-[gal kas4] / gaba-ta bala-[a]
giri Ki-"Nanna

$u-nigin 2 dida-{gin /3]

$u-nigin 5 sila ka3-sigs $u-nigin */o [kas]
Su-nigin /s <zi> 3 sila ninda 3u-nigin 1 sila 2 gin / i
Su-nigin 2 gin naga Su-nigin 1 sa sum

© o,

s dS s ki \
mu é-%Sara Umma/® ba-do

Text 295
(BM 108084; -/X1/17)

5 sila kas$ 3 sila ninda

3 gini2 gin naga 2 / sa sum
Dan-i-Ii sukkal

5 sila kas 3 sila ninda

3 gini2 gin naga <2 sa sum>
Ur-“Nin-su sukkal

5 sila kas$ 3 sila ninda

3 gini2 gin naga 2 sa sum
U-bar-um

3 sila kas 2 sila ninda 2 sa sum
3 gini2 gin naga

Bu-bu

S sila ka8 3 sila ninda 2 sa sum
3 gini2 gin naga

An-na-hi sukkal

S sila ka$ 3 sila ninda 2 sa sum
3 gini?2 gin naga

A-ti-gi
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Su-nigin “/3p 8 sila ka§ Su-nigin /3 7 sila ninda Su-nigin 12
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gin / naga Su-nigin 18 gin i $u-nigin 12 sa sum
uy-17-kam iti Pas-i-e

Text 296
(BM 108102; IS 1/X/[x]+2)

[3 sila kas$-si}gs 2 sila ninda

[2 glini?2 gin "aga’

[1] sa sum

Su-"Samas KA-is-Tsa!

3 sila kas 2 sila ninda

2 gini2 gin naga

1 sa sum

Ur-kun KA-ds-sd

[3 sil]a ka$ 2 sila ninda

[2 gilni2 gin naga

17 sa sum

Ur-“Nin-su KA-us

§u-nigin 3 sila kas-sigs

$u-nigin 6 sila ka§ Su-nigin 6 sila ninda
$u-nigin 6 gin i Su-nigin 6 / gin naga
[Su-nigin] 3 sa sum

[usx-+] ™27 -kam iti / [ezen]-"Sul-gi
[mu Y/-6-*EN.ZU / lugal

Text 297
(BM 108118; AS 8/VII/13)

1 dida 3 sila ka$

/30 ninda 2 gin i 2 gin naga

3 kug 3 sa sum

Su-"En-lil gaba-a§

1 dida 5 sila ka§

!5 ninda 2 gini2 gin naga

3 kug 3 sa sum

E-zu-i-Ii™*

%/30 <ninda> Sa-gal kasq gaba-a$ bala-a
giri E-zu-i-If™

$u-nigin 2 dida-gin Yo

Su-nigin 8 sila ka¥ $u-nigin /3o ninda
Su-nigin 4 gin i $u-nigin 4 gin / naga
Su-nigin 6 kug Su-nigin 6 sa sum

u.c.
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us-13-kam iti min-€§
mu en-Eridu® ba-hug

Text 298
(BM 108132; AS 8/IX/3)

1 dida 5 sila ka$-sigs

/3 ninda 2 gin 1 2 gin naga

3 kue 3 sa sum

Puzur*Ha-ia gaba-a$

! dida 5 sila kas-sigs

/3 ninda 2 gin 12 gin / naga

3 kug [1+T17+1 sa sum

Sa-5a-[L1UM gaba-a3

*/30 ninda $a-gal kad;-e-ne / gaba-a$ bala-a
giri Sa-§a-LUM

$u-nigin 2 did[a]-gin-'/5

$u-nigin '/39 kag-sigs 0 /3 ninda
<Su-nigin> 4 gin'(GAxGLy) i $u-nigin 4 gin'(GAxGL) / naga
Su-nigin 6 kug <Su-nigin> 6 sa sum
ug-3-kam iti “Lis-sis

mu en-Eridu® ba-/hun

Text 299
(BM 108136; §S 3/VI/1)

1 dida 3 sila / ka$-sigs

'/3 ninda 2 gini 2 gin / naga
3 sa sum

Ni-kal-la gaba-as

3 sila kas-sigs 2 sila ninda

2 gini2 gin naga

I sa sum

KI.SAR

1 dida 3 sila / ka$-sigs

10 ninda 2 gini 2/ gin naga
3 sa sum

Su-*Samas¥ gaba-as

$u-nigin 2 dida-'/3¢
$u-nigin '/ 14-1 sila ka-sigs
$u-nigin %3 2 sila ninda
$u-nigin 6 gin 1 6 gin / naga
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Su-nigin 7 s[a] [su]m
zi-ga uy-1-kam ‘
iti $u-numun mu-us-sa Si-/ma-nim" ba-hu[l]

Text 300
{BM 108139: AS 8/VIIV/1)

1 dida 5 sila ka§

'3 ninda 2 gini 2 gin / naga

3 kug 3 sa sum

Su-i-li gaba-as

1 dida 5 sila kaS-sig;s

'/3 ninda 2 gin i 2 gin / naga

3 Tkug! 3 sa sum

Su-*Samas gaba-as

%/30 ka$ */30 ninda $a-gal / kas, gaba-a§ bala-a
giri Su-Samas sukkal

Su-nigin 2 dida-gin /3

fSu-nigin' 5 sila kas-sig;s

Su-nigin /39 5 sila ka$ §u-nigin /3 / ninda
$u-nigin 4 gini 2" gin naga

Su-nigin 6 kug 6 sa sum

mu en-Eridu" ba-hun / u,-1-kam iti é-iti-6

Text 301
(BM 108153; SS 4/11/6)

5 sila kas-sigs 3 sila ninda

2 gini 2 gin naga

1 sa sum

Sa-kii-ge sukkal gaba-ta

1 dida—sigs 2/3()

3 dida-gin */3

1/3() Zi‘siglj 3/30 zi—gu

*/5 dabin

1 udu 1 mas

$a-gal kas, gaba-ta / bala-a

giri Sa-kii-ge sukkal

$u-nigin 1 dida-sigs /30

$u-nigin 3 dida-gin */so $u-nigin /s zi-8ik;s
Su-nigin %/s /5o Tzi1 3 sila ninda 2 Fgin? /1
$u-nigin 2 gin naga

Le.
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$u-nigin 5 sila kas-sigs Su-nigin 1 [sa] sum
Su-nigin 1 udu $u-nigin 1 mas

u,-6-kam iti sigy-giS-i-/Sub-gd-ra

mu-ts-sa Si-ma-niim" ba-/hul

Text 392
(BM 108157; SS 2/X1/8)

1 dida 5 sila ka$-sigs

'3 ninda 2 gin ' 727 gin naga

3 kue 3 s[a sum]

giri NI-[...]

1 di[da 3 sila ka$]

'3 ninda 2 gin ' 1[+1 gin naga]

13 kug! 737 s[a sum]

[...] gaba-as

[3 sila kas 2 slila ninda

2 [gin i] 2 gin naga

1 kug 1 sa sum

Ur-YEN.ZU gaba-ta

Su-nigin 2 dida-gin-'/3

Su-nigin 5 sila kas-sigs Su-nigin 6 sila [kas]
$u-nigin %/ 2 sila ninda $u-nigin 6 gin i
$u-nigin 6 gin naga

$u-nigin 7 kue Su-nigin 7 sa sum
uy-8-kam iti Pas-t-e

mu ma-"En-ki ba-/ab-dug

Text 363
(BM 108162; AS 8/111/28)

5 sila ka$ 3 sila ninda
2 gini2 gin naga

I kug 1 sa sum
Ur-Utu

5 sila ka$ 3 sila ninda
2 gini2 gin naga

1 kug 1 sa sum
Inim-"Sdra

3 sila ka$ 2 sila ninda
2 gini2 gin/naga

1 kug I sa sum
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Puzur4-d§amasv

$u-nigin 30 3 Tsila? ka§-gin Su-nigin 8 / sila ninda
$u-nigin 6 gin i u-nigin 5" gin / naga

$u-nigin 3 kus-kun-zi

$u-nigin 3 sa "sum’

u-28-kam iti Se-kar-/ra-gal

mu en-Eridu® ba-hun

Text 3304
(BM 108169; $S 4/VI/23)

5 sila ka§ 3 sila ninda’

2 gini2 gin naga

1 sa sum

Li-"Nanna sukkal gaba-/ta

25 gurus$ 2 sila ninda-/ta

U4-2-§é

$a-gal lu-al’-dabs (TUG)-/ba gaba-ta bala-a

giri Lu-‘Nanna / sukkal

1 dida 3 sila ka§

'/30 ninda 2 gin i 2 gin / naga

3 sa sum

Nu-tir-i-li gaba-a§

Su-nigin 1 dida '/,

$u-nigin 8 sila kas-gin

Su-nigin s 5/30 3 sila ninda lufgal]

TSu-nigin’ 4 gin 14 gin naga

T8u-nigin' 4 sa sum _
zi-ga ug-23-kam iti Su-numun / mu-us-sa Si-ma-nim"™ / ba-
hul

Text 305
(BM 108185; AS 8/VIII/19)

5 sila kas 3 sila nin[da]
2 gini2 gin naga

1 kug 1 sa sum
Su-Ma-ma KA-Us

5 sila kas§ 3 sila ninda
2 gini2 gin naga

1 kug 1 sa sum
"Bal-a-a gaba-ta

e

0NN R R N D

GBI 00 NS L R W

251

%/5p Tinda’ §a-gal kas, gaba-ta / bala-a
giri Ba-a-a

Su-nigin '/3 ka$ $u-nigin */, 6 sila / ninda
Su-nigin 4 gin 1 Su-nigin 4 gin / naga
$u-nigin 2 kus $u-nigin 2 sa sum

.....

mu en-Eridu®™ [ba]-/hun

Text v3()6
(BM 108202; SS ¥/XIIl/19)

5 sila ka§-sigs 3 sila / ninda

2 gini2 gin/naga

1 sa sum

I-ti-dan sukkal gaba-ta

3 sila ka$ 2 sila ninda

2 gini2 gin/naga

[1] sa Tsum’

[Nu]-ir-*Adad gaba-/ta

Su-nigin 5 sila ka3-sigs

Su-nigin 3 sila ka$ $u-nigin 5 sila ninda
Su-nigin 4 gin i Su-nigin 4 gin / naga
Su-nigin 2 sa sum

ug-20 14-1-kam iti diri

mu é-Séra ba-du

Text 307
(BM 108203; AS 8/Vil/24)

5 sila ka$ 3 sila ninda

2 gini2 gin naga

1 kug 1 sa sum

Lti-*Samas

5 sila ka§ 3 sila ninda

2 gini2 gin naga

1 kug 1 sa sum

Ur-sas-ga

$u- nigin '/3 kas-gin

Su-nigin 6 sila ninda $u-nigin 4 gin /1
TSu-nigin 4 gin Maga’

Su-nigin 2 kue $u-nigin 2 sa sum”
uy-24-kam iti min-e3§
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mu en-Eridu® ba-hun

Text 308
(BM 108220; AS 8/VI/1)

[1 dida 5 sila kas]

['/30 ninda 2 gin] i [2 gin] / n[aga]

3 Tkugt [17+2 sa Tsum?

Su-'Samas gaba-a$

1 dida 5 sila kas

/3 ninda 2 gin i 2 gin / naga

3 kue 3 sa sum

Dum-i-ll'

$u-nigin 2 dida /5

Su-nigin '/3 ka3 $u-nigin %/3 ninda si[la’]
Su-nigin 4 gin i $u-nigin 4 gin / naga
[Su-nigi]n 6 kue $u-nigin 6 sa Tsum?
Mu,'-1-kam iti $u-n[umun]

mu en-Eridu*”

Text 369
(BM 108221; AS 8/VIL/5)

1 dida 5 sila ka§-sig;s

'/3 ninda 2 gin i 2 gin / naga

3 kug 1° sa sum

Nam-"ha'-ni

5 sila ka$§ 3 sila ninda

2 gini2 gin naga

1 kug 1 sa sum

Puzur~SEN.ZU

5 sila kas 3 sila "ninda’

2 gini2 gin naga

1 kug 1 sa sum
‘Nanna'(SES.DI)-kam

Su-nigin 1 dida-gin /5

Su-nigin 5 sila kas-sigs $u-nigin '/, kas
Su-nigin '/59 6 sila ninda

Su-nigin 6 gin i $u-nigin 6 gin / naga
Su-nigin 5 kue $u-nigin 5 sa sum
us-5-kam iti min-¢§

mu en-Eridu™ ba-/hun
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Text %10
(BM 108256; SS 4/1V/29)

3 sila kas 2 sila ninda

2 gini2 gin naga

1 sa sum

Li-bur-be-li

3 sila kas 2 sila ninda

2 gini 2 gin naga

1 sa sum

Ni-'Ba-

1 dida 3 sila / kas

'/30 ninda 2 gin i 2 gin / naga
3 sa sum

Sar-ru-um-ba-ni

$u-nigin 1 dida /5

$u-nigin /3 1a-1 sila kag-gin
Su-nigin 1/30 4 sila ninda
Su-nigin 6 gin 16 / gin naga
Su-nigin 5 / sa sum / zi-ga u4 30 14-1-kam / iti nesag mu-us-
sa Si-ma-nim"

Text 311
(BM 108259; [ }/| 1/10)

1 Tdida' 5 sfila kas-sigs]

'/30 ninda 2 gin i 2 g[in naga]

3 sa s[um]

Sar-ru-um-i-li suk[kal]

1 dida 3 sila Tka§?

'/30 ninda 2 gin i 2 gin naga

3 sa sum

Su-gu-ub'(HI) gaba-a$

1 dida 3 sila ka§

'/3 ninda 2 gin i 2 gin / naga

3 sa sum

HAL.HAL.A gaba-a$

Su-nigin 3 did[a]

Su-nigin 5 sila ka[$-sigs 6 sila kas]
Su-nigin */3 ninda $u-[nigin 6 gin ]
Su-nigin 6 g[in naga Su-nigin 10 14-1 sa sum]
ug-10-kfam iti ...]

mu [...]
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Text 312

(BM 108275; AS T7/V/3)

1 dida 5 sila ka$-/sigs

'3 ninda 2 gini3/ gin naga
3 kug 3 Tsum’

Da-da

1 dida 5 sila kas-/sigs
*/5oninda 2 gin 12 / gin naga
3 kug 3 sum

Su-*Samas

1 dida 5 sila ka$-/sigs

/30 ninda 2 gin i 2 gin / naga
3 kug 3 sum «DIS»

A-gu-a

uy-3-kam

iti RI mu Hu-1th-/nu-ri ba-hul

Text 313
(BM 1068290; -/VL/9)

4/3() ka§-sig5

/s kas-gin

l/5 3/30 ninda

1 dida-*/5,

1 sila i-gi$

bala E-mah-ta

5 sila ka8 3 sila / ninda
2 gini2 gin naga
I kug 1 sa sum
Su-i-li gaba-ta
uy-10 l4-1-kam
iti Su-numun

Text 314

(BM 108293; AS 7/V/20)

5 sila ka$-sigs 3 sila/ ninda
2 gini2 gin/naga

1 kug 1 sum

Li-‘Nanna

*/30 ninda $a-gal sigs-a-/ne

le.
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giri Li-*Nanna

5 sila ka§ 3 sila ninda

2 gin12 gin naga

1 kug 1 sum

I-ti-*Adad

u;-20-kam

iti RI

mu Hu"-hu-nu-ri ba-/hul

TextVSIS
(BM 108310; SS 4/VIII/21)

5 sila ka$-sigs 3 sila ninda

2 gini2 gin naga

I sa sum

Lugal-An-né sukkal gaba-ta

5 Tsila® ka§ 3 sila ninda

2 gini2 gin naga

1 sa sum

Nu-tir-zu 4-KA-/is(DU)-s4

Su-nigin 5 sila ka$-sigs $u-nigin 5 sila / ka$
Su-nigin 6 Tsila ninda’ Su-nigin 4 gin /1
Su-nigin 4 gin naga

Su-nigin 2 sa sum

ug-21-kam iti é-iti-/6?

mu-tis-sa Si-ma-/niim™ ba-hul
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